EDUCATIONAL ESCALATION

It also ignored the value of practical experience before a
man has higher education. This was certainly proved by the
post-war generation of ex-servicemen at university. They had
been toughened by danger and matured by hardship. People
laughed at them for being earnest and because they sat up all
night talking over cocoa, but they were the best lot of under-
graduates the dons ever had to teach.

Education must now be seen as a moving escalator avail-
able to us all through life. Up to 16 we shall all be on it.
Those who are going straight through to university or to
become doctors or scientists may stay on it as late as 24, But
those who leave it to start work will get back on the escalator
for months at a time if they are doing sandwich courses, or for
a few hours at a time if they are on day-release or attending
evening classes. Those who return to university after years in
industry will go back on it full-time and others will rejoin it
for retraining. Married women may get back on it after they
have raised their families. And for everyone else there will be
the University of the Air working in conjunction with corres-
pondence courses. Television is one of the most wonderful
instruments for education ever invented, and there must be
many people who would be prepared to stay up late or get up
early so that the greatest minds and the most brilliant teaching
could reach them in their own homes.

The excitement of an educational system like this far
exceeds the excitement of the material advances that science
can bring. It is exciting not because of what it would do for
us but because of what it will allow us to do for ourselves.
Educational escalation will ultimately extend to everyone the
chance to enjoy a full life hitherto regarded as the preserve of
the privileged few.
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